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Introduction
Community correctional facilities are one of the hallmarks of the American criminal justice system. America has adopted the community-based correction system as an effective, tried, and tested way of measuring the readiness of former prisoners to reenter society and to meet their unique social, mental, and health needs. Essentially, community correction exists as an alternative way for prisoners who have exhibited good behaviour in prison to complete their sentences (Champion, 2002). It is worth noting that, despite the community correctional system existing outside the penitentiary system, it is stringently regulated by the American criminal justice system to enhance its effectiveness.
The system has several measures and guidelines that dictate the assessment and evaluation of prisoners to gauge their readiness to reenter society and to ensure that their chances of recidivism are minimal as they get back to their lives. Like the probational system, community correctional supervisors conduct strict follow-up and have several sit-downs with the prisoner to evaluate their progress in addressing the matters that had landed them in prison for the first time or subsequent times. After several assessments, the court can then decide whether to approve the reintegration of the released offender into society. 
Robert's case
At face value, Robert is a jailbird, having served several sentences, despite being only twenty-five. Robert has had several run-ins with the law enforcers for robbery and drugs. With his numerous arrests and a lengthy stint in jail, it is challenging to determine whether Robert is truly reformed and ready to reenter society. Despite his bad record, Robert has shown some semblance of reformation in prison. Robert has been attending therapy sessions to deal with his mental problems and has also been under medication for bipolar disorder. Notably, Robert has not shown any signs of unacceptable behavior for some time. After critical analysis and assessment of Robert's case, community correction appears to be the most suitable approach to help Robert transition from a former prisoner to a free citizen. 
Why is a community correction assessment important for Robert?
For Robert's case, it is prudent to suggest community correction as a way of assessing the validity of his claims that he has dropped his drug habits. The system will also allow his supervisor to assess his mental and behavioral state. The community correction system is complex and involves several stages of therapy sessions, data collection, and analysis to determine the individual's unique needs that will need to be considered by the correctional officers. According to Taxman et al. (2007), the community correctional system will also allow Robert's supervisors to assess and establish his risk of ending back into the criminal system. 
What are Robert's needs?
One of the most important aspects of community correction is the risk and psychiatric assessment of offenders. The complex and effective systems used by the supervisors play a critical role in determining the delinquent's risk state, mental conditions, and what therapeutic models can best help them. For example, Robert seems to need mental treatment and therapy to address the root causes of his repeated delinquency. Robert also needs the support of his family and community to address his drug addiction. Notably, Robert needs compassion, love, and emotional support from the community as he walks the hard journey into transitioning from being a prisoner to a law-abiding free citizen.
What Evidence-Based Practices (EBP) can help Robert?
Community correction is heavily reliant on EBP, which correctional officers have adopted after research and testing. Arguably, EBP is an effective means of reducing the chances of recidivism. However, due to his high risk of slipping back into crime and mental problems, Robert must undergo therapy and rehabilitation. It appears that Robert is poor at coping with life's challenges, often resulting in drug abuse and crime as a coping mechanism. One might also conclude that Robert doesn't know how to cope with the outside world, often slipping back into the prison system which he finds familiar. Therefore, Robert needs to be rehabilitated and counselled on how to deal with stress to integrate him into society. Also, a successful rehabilitation program will ensure that Robert doesn't fall back into abusing heroin. Scientifically and based on evidence research, drug rehabilitation has been proven to help people recover and quit using drugs.  Finally, therapy will help Robert with stress management, which will help him deal with depression and manic episodes. Therapy will also help Robert change his perception of his medication, help him deal with his past mistakes and delinquency, and help him find his place in society after his successful reentry.  
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